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Project Playroom

Michelle Chisum and Melissa Ayretoys and equipment. Numerous families have
are proud to announce the opening of Projecalready donated their gently used toys. The
Playroom, a noiprofit toy lending library and Board of Director positions were filled
retail store for special needs children. Thesithout hesitation.
two busy moms work tirelessly to advocate Starting a nosprofit with 2 children at
for their special needs children, Ryder and 3 me

i snd6t al ways eas
Ryan, both age 6.

challenges are more than what | imagined they
‘ would be. | am a strong advocate for Ryan
* and this opportunity is just amazing as | have &

A \_NOI’Id of special place in my heart for those with special
Special Toysfor  1eeds. 6
e Special Kids

Project Playroom is convenientl
located on Garden Road near the Montere
Airport. An annual membership fee of $4
makes it possible for families, teachers a
therapists of special needs children and yot
adults to borrow up to 3 items at a time for ¢
period of 3 weeks. Many of the lendin
products will also be available for purchase.

The idea of Project Playroon
developed from a casual conversatic..
between Melissa and Michelle. Melissa was Michelle and Melissa, along with their
l ooking for a t h e r fallpwy Boardoobd Directord ar¢ dedRated 1od
occupational therapist had recommendedipholding the mission of Project Playroom by
Michelle made a phone call to friend and wasoviding a toy and equipment lending library
successful i n b or r ovandnagquisitibnaservice fort parents,Lcaregmers
weighted therapy wrap), allowing Ryan to seend professionals of children and young adults
if it would benefit him before Melissa investedith special needs.
yet another $50 in therapy tools. Just three
months later, Project Playroom has become a )
reality and community support has begun tyOU May contact Project Playroom at
pour in. Salinas Circle for Children has 831-229-2433.
graciously donated $5,000 for the purchase of

Michelle Chisum and Melssa Ayres wih children (left to
right) Ryan, Ryder, Weldon & Amella.
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Salinas Circle cHiolrdr E€Cmhiwae reeardowe . |1
Discretionary Committee has been on H only we could award each and every grat
major shopping spree. that is requested. It is a daunting task blt

Yes, it is that time year and the 3r@n€ Of the most gratifying jobs that 'é
Annual Grant Award Celebration isCOmpleted by our members.
scheduled for Saturday, March 13, 2010. This event truly embodies thel
This year 6s event wmisslonof Salmas Riecle br Children.L Thig c
Elementary School from 10:00 A.M. tois the culmination of a year of fund raisingi
12:00 P.M.. This is what Salinas Circle for Children id
Under the guidance of Kelliall about. I hope every member and evely

Hemenway the Discretionary Chairpersof © nor wi Il attend t:h
and President Diana Powning, th&OW your dollars are put to work. :
committee has completed the difficult task When | was little a girl, my parents,

of determining how to award as manysed to say it is always feels better to giye
grants as possible. The selection procesgan receive. Well that saying is true |
often takes several hours of reading eac®ome join us for this wonderful event to seg
grant carefully to understand how thet, hear it and feel the joys of giving. I
award will make a positive impact to the I
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We dr e of f and
February, and some great things are
beginning to happen for Salinas Circle for
Children. The planning is well underway
for a fantastic Grant Awards Celebrations,
and 1% Vice President, Kelli Hemenway and
her committee are working hard to make
this i\ %eaet event for everyone. A special
thank you to Associate member Michelle
Chisum for her assistance in purchasing
the items that will be given away at the
celebration. Michelle has been purchasing
some of the jtems along with her own toys
3h&wil $eQit Project Playroom. Michelle
is able to pass some great discounts onto
us, and we appreciate it.

The Birdies for charity drive is also
off to a great start!  This program is
sponsored by the Monterey Peninsula
Foundation. For every donation collected
by our organization the foundation gives a
10% match, and that money comes back
to us. | want to thank all the members
who are participating in the drive, and a
special thank you to M.J. Viglizzo for
coordinating the program for us.

Salinas Circle for Children recently
participat@ldosierstt he®
competition held every year in conjunction
with the AT& T Pro-Am golf tournament.
Organizations choose a golfer and the four
closest to the pin then receive a
professional golfer who teams up with
them, during the tournament to earn
money for each birdie made throughout
the tournament. Thank you Vickie Casacca
for finding Ricky Shelton for us this year.
Ricky is the top golfer on the CSUMB golf
team, and although he did not get closest
to the pin we appreciate his support of our
organization.
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I
r u n nlihavg somp greap news to share
will all of you at our upcoming meeting,
but | want to keep you in suspense. It is
regarding our visit to the Leadership
Salinas Valley meeting on January 23"
M.J. Viglizzio and | were able to address
the leadership class. The class trains
individuals interested in becoming future
leaders of our community. Active
members Alethea LeandroFarr, Felicia
Kausin, and M.J. Viglizzo are all graduates
of the program. Salinas Circle for Children
sponsored a meeting and we were able to
address the group and talk more about our
organization. Without giving too much
away, we made a very important new
friend for Salinas Circle for Children. Stay
Tuned for more information. We will have
some great news for you at our business
meeting this Tuesday. Thanks M.J. for your
hard work it seems to have paid off.
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Finally, I coul
mont hds message wit
fact that February is the official LOVE
month. | am reminded everyday what the
power of love can do for people. Our
efforts to make the lives of special needs
ﬁﬂll]d(een irbI\{IoHt%rey County as special as
they are, is definitely a labor of love. | am
so happy to be working with all of you to |
accomplish this missi
alone though. Our focus for this year I
other than raising as much money as we
can for the kids is to bring Salinas Circle
back to the community. We need to get
our message out there, and recruit more
members to help aid
focus on accomplishing this together.
Thank you all for everything you give to
this organization.
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See you Tuesday,

Diana
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